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few moments, the King was among them; not as King, he
assured them, but as Peer, as heir to the Vasa Dukes. It was
the senior Peerage, so far as it existed; it entitled its holder
to take the Marshal's chair in the Marshal's absence. He was
soon seated in it, soon telling them that the other Three
Estates had granted his Majesty a war-budget, and were
approving his new laws for governing Sweden on necessarily
more absolute lines.

He had heard, though he could hardly believe, that the
Peers were delaying to follow this excellent example; at least,
as temporary Marshal, he could give them the chance to belie
the slander by putting the matter to an immediate vote. "It
can be done by voices/' he said, "according to ancient custom.
Will those in favour of the subsidy give me their 'Ayes'?"

There was a moment's silence in the House, broken by a few
scattered 'Ayes' from such King's Men as had not had their
breath taken away by the King's play-acting at this un-
theatrical hour. But when Gustav, after making solemn
pretence to count, asked for the 'Noes', Opposition was quick
to fill the House with clamour, to make the walls rock with a
chorus of indignant negatives.

Gustav heard them out. He let them shout for a minute
or more, and then raised a deprecatory hand. "Thank you,
gentlemen," he said, "for making your will so clear. I am glad
to see that the Ayes have it." And before they could recover
from their rage and stupefaction, the self-appointed Marshal,
the self-styled Duke of Vasa, had walked with sprightly step
into the sunlit square.

They dared not follow. They could not brave the ugly looks
of the crowds that had gathered in the street. They swore it
was a 'claque', an audience that Gustav had hired to applaud
his performance and intimidate his opponents. But outside
the theatre, a short way outside the walls of Stockholm, there
were twelve hundred armed peasants, chafing at Armfelt's
order to halt at Drottningsholm, chafing to break into the
city and teach their lordships to accept whatever measures
the King hai tricked past their vote. -

Sweden was going to obey the trickster as well as applaud.
Voted or unvoted, she would pay the taxes for his war